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BANCROFT
Principal: Dorothy Ostrowicz
Technician: Pina Santino

CARLYLE
Principal: Anna-Maria Borsellino 
Technician: Angela Crescenzi

CEDARCREST
Principal: Nadia Sammarco
Technician: Georgia Stamatopoulos

CORONATION
Principal: Christina Chilelli
Technician: Nancy Mancuso

DALKEITH
Principal: John Wright
Technician: Cynthia Racicot

DANTE
Principal: Ida Pisano
Technician: Angela Crispino

DUNRAE GARDENS
Principal: Darlene Kehyayan
Technician: Tina Lanni

EAST HILL:
Principal: Myrianne Lusignan
Technician: Connie Parry

EDWARD MURPHY
Principal: Franca Cristiano
Technician: Giovanna Giuliana

ELIZABETH BALLANTYNE
Principal: Gail Callender
Technician: Chantal Riendeau

GENERAL VANIER
Principal: Sylvia Serchuk
Technician: Maria Iacono

GERALD McSHANE
Principal: Nancy Richer
Technician: Clementina Fraga

HAMPSTEAD
Principal: Steven Erdelyi
Technician: Cathy Agnello

HONORE MERCIER
Principal: Donna Manos
Technician: Daniela Buttino

JOHN CABOTO
Principal: Lucy Buscemi
Technician: Tina Nardolillo

LEONARDO DA VINCI ACADEMY
Principal: Michael Talevi
Technician: Carmela Buttino

MACKAY
Principal: Patrizia Ciccarelli 
Technician: Maria Revuelta
 
MICHELANGELO
Principal: Anna Della Rocca
Technician: Teresa Federico

NESBITT
Principal: Eleni Zervas
Technician: Monique Gaudreault

OUR LADY OF POMPEI
Principal: Joan MacMillan
Technician: Agatina Nicita

PARKDALE 
Principal: Maryène Perron
Technician: Filanthi Stavrianeas

PHILIP E. LAYTON
Principal: Patrizia Ciccarelli 
Technician: Maria Revuelta

PIERRE DE COUBERTIN
Principal: Nicholas Katalifos
Technician: Mary Simeone

PIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAU
Principal: Michelle Stein
Technician: Mara Filippone

SINCLAIR LAIRD
Principal: Viola Vathilakis
Technician: Pina Portaro

ST. DOROTHY
Principal: Daniella Lattanzio
Technician: Silvana Mirarchi

ST. GABRIEL
Principal: Jim Daskalakis
Technician: Maria Mattiace 

ST. MONICA
Principal: Katherine Snow
Technician: Paquita Nanton

WESTMOUNT PARK
Principal: Daniela Lattanzio
Technician: Colleen Flint

Deputy Director General:
Paola Miniaci

 Assistant Director: 
 Luc Harvey

Daycare Manager: 
Rosa Fuoco

Daycare Assistant:
Emily Meo

The EMSB BASE Daycares

Produced by: B.A.S.E Daycare Services

English Montreal school Board
6000 Fielding Avenue, Montreal (Quebec) H3X 1T4

                                  Website: www.emsbbase.ca (under construction)

                                      Editor: Jennifer De Freitas
                                                   B.A.s.E Daycare Media Advisor
                                                   jdefreitas@emsb.qc.ca

                                      Contributing Editors: Johanna Donovan
                                                                           Jodi schwartz

MINIsTRY DEMANDs
The Ministere de l’Education, du 

Loisir et du Sports (MELS) wants all in-
school daycare educators in Quebec, 
including those working for the Eng-
lish Montreal School Board, to have 
the necessary educational qualifica-
tions when working with school-age  
children. 

On April 27, 2011, the new collec-
tive agreement, which governs all 
CSN (APPA) employees, was signed 
and revisions to the classification plan 
were adopted. All temporary daycare 
employees on the Priority of Employ-
ment List, who have acquired less than
900 hours as a daycare educator, 
and do not have the recognized edu-
cational equivalencies, must undergo 
390 hours of the program and 45 hours 
of fieldwork to obtain an AEP/STC 
Diploma, by no later than June 30, 
2014. Regular employees and tempo-
rary employees, who have acquired 

more than 900 hours are not required 
to complete the program, but are en-
couraged to participate. The next and 
final AEP Program will be offered from 
September 23, 2013 to June 24, 2014 
at John F. Kennedy Business Centre. 
The course is offered from Monday to 
Friday, 8:30 am to 10:30 am. 

Registration is now open. You can 
register from Monday to Friday, 8:00 
am to 4:00 pm at John F. Kennedy 
Business Centre. It takes a minimum 
of 17 people to open a class. The  
program costs $100.00.

You will be required to submit the re-
spective documentation: Original High 
School Leaving Diploma or a High 
School Equivalency (only for EMSB 
employees). Original Birth Certificate 
(long form), Proof of Residency (ie: 
Medicare Card, Quebec Driver’s li-
cense), and proof of age (18 years old 
and over).

Touching B.A.S.E Editorial Staff

AEP Program: Last Session          

Green Grants: B.A.S.E Wins Nine          

GREEN PROJECTs AWARDED
The English Montreal School 

Board’s Green Plan Committee pre-
sented Green Awards, Prizes and 
Grants to its recipients at the Council of 
Commissioners meeting on Wednes-
day, May 29, 2013. 

The Before and After School En-
riched (B.A.S.E.) Daycare Program 
plays a very important role in the 
schools’ green initiatives and projects. 
Thanks to the guidance and dedication 
of the B.A.S.E Green Initiative Advi-
sor, Maddie Guerlain, and her team 
of Green Initiative tutors, they have 
helped school principals and daycare 
technicians accomplish their green ob-
jectives. Due to this strong partnership,  
B.A.S.E Daycare Program claimed 
nine grants out of the 18 that were 
awarded. The committee received 23 
submissions.

Green Awards and Recognition 
Prizes are given for projects that were 
tied to the school’s Green Action Plan 
and completed during the school year. 
The grants program aims to help 
schools, centres and the Administra-
tion Building implement and fund future 
environmental initiatives ensuing from 
their action plans and that are linked to 
the following four pillars of the EMSB 
Green Policy: Education, Green and 
Healthy Space, Sustainable Resource 
Use and Strive to be Toxic Free.

THE WINNERs 
Green Award recipients included  

John Caboto Academy, for its Edible 
Schoolyard Garden and st. Monica 
for its School Garden. Each school got 
$1000. 

Recognition Prize winners included 
Honoré Mercier for its Elimination of 
Plastic Spoons project. The school  
received $500.

Twelve schools—six schools with 
the B.A.S.E Daycare Program—were 
recipients of this year’s Green Grants, 
under three categories: Willow Grants 
($1000 or less), Maple Grants ($1001 
to $2999) and Oak Grants ($3000 to 
$5000).

Willow Grant donees included Ed-
ward Murphy, Hampstead and Hon-
oré Mercier. 

Edward Murphy won for their School-
yard Garden, Hampstead won for their 
Sensory Garden and Honoré  Mercier 
won for their Welcoming Garden.

Maple Grant winners included 
Parkdale for their Growing up Green  
project.

Oak Grant beneficiaries included 
John Caboto Academy, for their Out-
door Classroom Space, and st. Mon-
ica, for their Garden Expansion and 
Arbor project.

Congratulates to all of the 2012-
2013 Green Grants winners!

Touching B.A.S.E Editorial Staff

St. Monica School and B.A.S.E Daycare accept a Green Award for their School Garden.
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Mackay Center School
LUNCHTIME RECYCLING PROGRAM

It all started in science class, when our teacher, 
Melissa Racine, asked us “What could we do to make 
our world a better place?” Kirsten Hardiman, a Grade 
4 student, answered, “How about putting some recy-
cling bins in the lunchroom?” Melissa told us that she 
would make it happen, and that she was surprised 
that there weren’t any already.

She ordered the bins right away and they were de-
livered a little while later. We started the lunchtime 
recycling program with the Grade 3, 4, 5, and 6 stu-
dents in the lunchroom at Mackay Center School. The 
younger kids did not know about recycling yet or how 
it worked so our class, in groups of four or five stu-
dents at a time, personally went into each classroom 
explaining what recycling was all about. Our teacher 
made “I Recycle” pins to use when we are collecting, 
cutting, rinsing, and recycling the plastic and paper 
containers.

We can recycle yogurt and pudding containers, ap-
ple sauce containers, juice boxes without their straws, 
yogurt drink bottles, and milk cartons.

After we eat lunch, we collect all of the recyclables 
and bring them to the sink to start the routine. First, 
we cut the containers open and throw out any juice 
box straws that we see. Then we wash everything by 
rinsing them out, and put them all into the recycling 
bin.

Melissa even made a lunchtime recycling schedule 
that we hang up in the lunchroom to know who is on 
duty. The schedule never changes unless someone is 
sick or absent, and in that case we replace whoever 
is.

“I told my mom that I wanted yogurt for my lunch-
time snack just so that I could recycle the containers it 
comes in,” said Kirsten Hardiman, a Grade 4 student.  
“Teaching the little kids about recycling is my favorite 
part of this program because it is important for kids 
to teach other kids,” said Ashley Kastner, a Grade 4 

student.  “I like using my muscles to recycle the con-
tainers and help out,” said Angelika Phillip, a Grade 
4 student.

We hope that in the future other schools start their 
own recycling programs. It is fun and we are glad to 
help the world a little at a time!

Kirsten Hardiman, Grade 4
Ashley Kastner, Grade 4

Angelika Phillip, Grade 4
Mackay Centre School Daycare

Far Top: Mackay Centre School Daycare student Ange-
lika recycles a yogurt container. Above: Mackay Centre 
School Daycare students demonstrating teamwork as 
they recycle together.

Note: The Mackay Center School Daycare’s Breakfast 
Program will be purchasing plastic Ikea plates (so they 
cannot break) and the Mackay staff will wash the dish-
es to therefore save on Styrofoam and paper plates.

EARTH DAY sCIENCE EXPERIMENT WITH  
Ms. ROsA LEMME

Daycare Educator Ms. Rosa Lemme facilitated a 
Fun with Science Club in October 2012 for the Grades 
2 and 3 daycare students. The club was offered on 
Thursday afternoons for 10 weeks. Each session fo-
cused on demonstrations and hands-on activities, fol-
lowed by a question and answer period. The children 
participated in a variety of fun experiments such as 
the floating paper clip, lava lamp, mini volcano, the 
bouncy egg and many more.

The students enjoyed the Fun with Science Club 
so much that they were inspired to continue the ses-
sions further whereby each student took turns in pre-
paring their own experiment to demonstrate to their 
classmates. 

Ms, Rosa and her group of young scientists cele-
brated Earth Day on Friday, April 26, 2013, which was 
an Earth Day-theme pedagogical day. The students 
created a “Milk Bubbles” science experiment, using 
milk, vegetable oil, food colouring and toothpicks.

They first poured milk onto a plate, then a thin lay-
er of vegetable oil was added. They then proceeded 
to squirt tiny drops of green and blue food coloring, 
which created bubbles. The students learned that the 
bubbles formed because milk and oil are both fats 
and therefore do not mix together. The students used 
toothpicks to burst the bubbles and swirl around the 
colours to create a beautiful design resembling the 
Earth.

Rosa Lemme, Educator
Our Lady of Pompei Daycare

Our Lady of Pompei

sTUDENTs EXPERIMENT WITH sWEET POTATO
It was a warm day in October and Daycare Educa-

tor Ms. Antonella went to IGA to get some groceries. 
On her way there she decided to get a sweet potato 
and bring it to school the next day. She suddenly had 
a brilliant plan! “What if we can grow a sweet potato 
plant and keep it in water until some leaves start to 
grow and later we can plant it in front of the school.”

And so that is what happened. Ms. Antonella and 
her group of Grade 5 and 6 daycare students kept the 
sweet potato in water for six months and it has shown 
amazing progress. Roots have sprouted!.

Daycare Educator Ms. Wendy plans on adopting 
the sweet potato plant and planting it in front of the 
school with her daycare students. Everyone will get to 
see the sweet potato just the way Ms. Antonella had 
planned from the beginning. We look forward to see-
ing what happens to the sweet potato in its new home.

 
Amanda Di Pasquale, Grade 6

Michelangelo International Daycare

Michelangelo

sENsORY GARDEN PROJECT
Welcome to the Hampstead Daycare Green Club. 

The Green Club is made up of the Grade 5 and 6 day-
care students who want to help the planet. The club 
takes place every Wednesday from 2:30pm to 4:00pm.

In the daycare room, Daycare Green Initiative Tu-
tor, Ms. Sophia, teaches us how to plant vegetables 
and flowers, and then how to take care of them so that 
they grow properly. We began preparing our garden 
at the end of March 2013. We only began the actual 
planting in the beginning of May 2013.

First, we took the seeds and put them into special 
mesh sacs to protect them while they grew. We add-
ed a little bit of soil and stood them in a plastic tray. Of 
course, we also watered the seeds every single day. 
We took turns doing so. 

Once the seeds grew into tiny plants, we trans-
ferred them into pots. Once they grew a bit more 
and it got warmer outside, we transplanted the small 
plants in the garden we had prepared outside in front 
of our school so that they could grow to their full size 

and give us vegetables to eat and flowers to look at 
and smell.

We take part in this club because it is a fun activity. 
We also helped make the front of our school look even 
nicer than it already was. We were acting organic and 
healthy. When our garden is ready for us to eat, we will 
cook the vegetables into something delicious.

We are glad to participate in the Green Club be-
cause it helps show that our school is a place where 
things can grow: both plants and minds! 

Ranika McDonald, Grade 6
Caley Ricci, Grade 6
Mara Côté, Grade 6

Hampstead Daycare

Hampstead

Left: Hampstead Daycare Green Club students attenta-
tively watering their seedlings. Above: A closer look at 
the garden on which Hampstead Daycare students work 
so hard at growing and maintaining.
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GARDEN UPDATEs
There has been a lot of growth in our schoolyard 

gardens this spring! 
Interns from Concordia University’s City Farm 

School are working with students to plant and maintain 
their gardens throughout the spring, summer and fall 
months. They are also providing students with engag-
ing workshops on topics ranging from soil composition 
and composting to garden design. Students have also 
started their seedlings indoors and will be transplant-
ing them in the gardens.

The Before and After School Enriched (B.A.S.E) 
Green Initiative announced a community partnership 
with City Farm School from Concordia University back 
in February. City Farm School is an eight-month in-
ternship program that teaches about urban agriculture 
and food sovereignty, through hands-on experience in 
local gardens and bi-weekly educational workshops.  
For the first time, City Farm School interns have been 
doing their garden placements in three of the English 
Montreal School Board elementary school gardens 
during the 2013 growing season. These schools are: 
Edward Murphy, Pierre De Coubertin and St. Monica.  

Marcus Lobb is the City Farm School Coordinator. 
He has also been a part of the B.A.S.E team since 
last spring when he worked with Pierre de Coubertin 
School to design and build a 3,000 square foot garden 
in their schoolyard.

“Things have been moving along smoothly at all 
three schools, with unique needs and activities re-
quired at each location,” said Lobb.

 “Both St. Monica and Pierre De Coubertin have 
large gardens, so labour is an important focus. At Ed-
ward Murphy, we are entering our first year in the new 
garden site, so planning is the most important task,” 
explained Lobb. 

“The kids really enjoy being involved in the process, 
which makes the work more rewarding,” said Lobb. 

EDWARD MURPHY GARDEN
This is the first year that Edward Murphy School 

will be planting in their newly installed garden beds. 
Interns Margaret and Kat have been working with 
students to grow seedlings indoors in preparation for 
transplanting. The students have learned about plant 
families and garden design. 

“We had a great time with the Grade 1 students in 
the garden,” said Margaret as she described the first 
outdoor workshop.  “We started by playing a game 

where the students mingle through the soil along to 
the words ‘digging in my garden’,” continued Marga-
ret. “Then we yelled, ‘worms, potato bug, roots, or rock 
and they had to quickly turn into whatever we said. 
They loved it!”

A good deal of work is scheduled for the garden 
over the upcoming weeks, including the mapping out 
of paths and beds and the transplanting of seedlings 
to the outdoors.

PIERRE DE COUBERTIN GARDEN
Pierre de Coubertin students are already plant-

ing many things in their garden. With the guidance 
of Christina, Camille and Marcus, they have learned 
about soil preparation, they have planted a variety of 
seeds and they have grown healthy seedlings. At the 
end of each day, Christina gathers everyone to docu-
ment in the Garden Journal what they accomplished 
in the garden. One student told Marcus that the gar-
den attracts insects and birds and also helps create a  
community. 

“We started seedlings with a group of 10 Grade 3 
students,” said Christina in reference to her first work-
shop with the students. “The kids were really into it, 
and it was a lot of fun facilitating the workshop with 
Camille and Marcus,” continued Christina. 

Christina points out there are some things everyone 
should watch out for when getting children involved in 
planting activities. “Make sure you have a hand wash-

ing station and put into consideration that the smaller 
seeds are a challenge for the younger kids.”

sT. MONICA GARDEN
Now that it’s sunny and warm, Saint Monica Day-

care students have transplanted the lettuce seedlings 
that they started indoors. They have also been water-
ing, weeding and direct-seeding the beds. The apple 
and cherry trees are both in full bloom, which is an 
important discovery this year–as it means the trees 
will likely bare fruit! Interns Don and Hoda have had 
a lot of success collaborating with Lauren from Action 
Communiterre. They have set up a binder to record 
their activities, which Don explained is an important 
tool for documenting the garden history.

You can follow the progress of the three gardens at 
the Grow Base blog: www.growbase.wordpress.com.

Robin Kelley
Green Documentation Advisor 

City Farm School Internship

Dunrae Gardens

PAPERMAKING ACTIVITY WITH Ms. MADDIE
Did you hear about the amazing paper making ac-

tivity that Ms. Maddie facilitates? On the Friday, March 
15, 2013 Pedagogical Day, she came to teach us, the 
Dunrae Gardens daycare students, how to make our 
own paper.

We went to work in the art room, which is in Room 
#15. We collected all sorts of paper from the recycling 
bin: some white, red, green and blue scraps. We car-
ried all of the paper to the table and ripped it into little 
pieces around the size of large coins.

Together, we put all the little pieces of white paper 
into a big bin with the red scraps and added hot water 
from the faucet. This made our red paper. We made 
other batches afterwards to make the green and blue 
paper using the green and blue paper scraps. We let 
the paper pieces soak in the hot water for about 10 
minutes. Ms. Maddie used an immersion blender to 
turn the pieces of paper into pulp. It looked like dusty 
water.

Then she let us use the strainers that she had made 
out of wooden frames and mesh material stretched 
out on top. We dipped the strainers into the big bin 
that was filled with paper pulp and hot water and lifted 
out some of the paper pulp. We had to make sure that 
the whole strainer was covered with an even layer of 
pulp. Then we shook it over the bin for a little bit and 
put it down flat on the table.

 Ms. Maddie gave us sponges to soak up the ex-
tra water off the pieces of paper pulp that was inside 
the strainer. When we thought that we had soaked 
up all of the extra water, we put a piece of felt on top 

of the paper pulp inside the strainer. Then we flipped 
the whole thing over and sponged the other side. We 
sprinkled a spoonful of flower seeds on the top of the 
still damp paper. Afterwards, we flipped the whole 
thing over one more time and slowly removed the 
strainer.

We had to let it dry on the counter for one whole 
day. Once the day was up, we gently peeled the felt 
off of the paper.

When we asked Andreas Desypris, a Grade 2 stu-
dent, what colour paper he made he said that he had 
chosen “Light green because it is my favourite colour.” 
When we asked Lorenzo Angba Fumagalli Gbagbo, a 
Grade 2 student, what was his favorite part in the ac-
tivity, he told us, “The straining of the paper because 

the hot water felt good on my hands.”
Because we sprinkled seeds on the top of our 

homemade paper, we can take them home now and 
rip pieces off and plant them in the garden. The sun 
will shine on them and the rain will water them, and 
before you know it we will have pretty flowers grow-
ing in our gardens. You should try to make your own 
paper at home. It is super fun and Ms. Maddie is the 
best teacher. We learned a lot by participating in this 
activity. Thank you for showing us how to make our 
own paper! Please come back soon! 

 
Nicki Vamvakas, Grade 2 

Lucas Renaud, Grade 2
Dunrae Gardens Daycare

Maddie and Kindergarten student Mikaelle Renaud. Daniel Coady and Gianluca Jimenez making paper.

Clockwise from top: Edward Murphy student painting 
signs for the garden; St. Monica Daycare students ob-
serving their seedlings; and Pierre De Coubertin Daycare 
students planting seeds out in the garden.


