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Garden Clubs Host Harvest Parties

NEW GREEN INITIATIVE EXPERTs
The Before and After School Enriched (B.A.S.E.) 

Daycare Program welcomed three new members to 
its Green Initiative team in September 2013: Green 
Initiative Advisor, Marcus Lobb (precedes Maddie 
Guerlain) and Green Initiative Tutors Teprine Baldo 
and Laurence Fauteux (precede Sophia Kehler). 

Marcus joins the B.A.S.E. team after working with 
Concordia’s City Farm School for the past three years. 
Marcus brings his experience in garden development 
and education to the B.A.S.E. team by working with 
principals and daycare technicians to establish new 
outdoor educational spaces, like the ever increasing 
garden sites.

The Green Team recently offered their Fall 2013 
Green Club Program to 15 B.A.S.E. daycares. Each 
week they took their environmental education pro-
gram into schools as far west as St. Monica, all the 
way up north to Our Lady of Pompei and eastwards to 
Edward Murphy and Gerald McShane. They educated 
over 170 B.A.S.E. daycare students on topics ranging 
from tree identification, to leaf art, to cartography, to 
birdhouse making.

Teprine and Laurence worked with the Green Club 
curriculum that previous Green Initiative Advisor, Mad-
die Guerlain, and Green Initiative Tutor, Sophia Kehler, 
had put together, bringing their own perspective and 

expertise to the program. 
Teprine brings with her many years of alternative 

minded education expertise, along with her experi-
ences co-founding the Point Saint Charles Alternative 
School. Laurence has worked for countless urban ag-
riculture organizations over the past five years, learn-
ing garden techniques and outdoor education with Al-
ternatives and Action Communiterre. 

The Green Team is currently offering their Win-
ter 2014 curriculum to 16 B.A.S.E. daycares. They 
are also busy writing grants and gearing up for the 

Spring 2014 session when they will be designing and  
implementing new gardens at selected schools.

Marcus Lobb
B.A.S.E. Green Initiative Advisor 

B.A.S.E. Grows a New Green Team 

REAPING THE fRuITs Of THEIR LABOuR
Late September is a special time of year in our 

school gardens. As the students return from their 
summer vacations, they discover that the tiny seed-
lings they started from seeds back in March, and 
planted in the ground in May, have become full-grown 
plants, many of which are ready to be harvested.

An age-old tradition, the harvest party celebrates 
the hard work and good fortune of farmers and con-
sumers in every corner of the world, so why not do 
the same in our school gardens? Well, that is exactly 
what we did. Over the course of one week, three 
daycares hosted their own harvest parties.

EdWARd muRPHY GARdEN
Edward Murphy B.A.S.E. Daycare enjoyed a large 

pot of chili, salad, juice and dessert in their first year 
garden. B.A.S.E. Daycare’s own Green Initiative Ad-
visor, Marcus Lobb, hosted the event alongside Con-
cordia University’s City Farm School Interns Kat Ying 
and Margaret Fraser, who led the students through 
the garden searching for spiders, and other hidden 
treasures. While feasting on their bowls of chili and 
salad, the students of Edward Murphy took a mo-
ment to sign our garden banner, leaving behind a 
little note of their favourite memory in the garden this 
past season.

PIERRE dE COuBERTIN GARdEN
Pierre de Coubertin B.A.S.E. Daycare celebrated 

their second year of gardening with iced tea and 
green salad made by the students, games, and gar-
den tours—which were hosted by the Garden Club 
students—for any parents or other daycare students 
who wandered into the garden for a look. The stu-
dents were eager to share with their parents which 
plants they had planted and to show off the new pic-
nic benches. This was some of the parents’ first time 
visiting the garden. They were really impressed by 
the size of it, and all of the different plants growing 
there! 

City Farm School interns Camille and Christina 
wrapped up their internships spending some relax-
ing time enjoying the garden and all of its wonders. 
Members of the Garden Club also strolled harvesting 
their efforts and taking some fresh veggies home to 
their families. 

sT. mONICA GARdEN
We ended our garden party week with a beautiful 

day at Saint Monica. In their second year of garden-
ing, the students of the Green Club signed a mem-
ory board, were awarded felt pins in the shape of 
tomatoes, and harvested from the garden with their 
friends and family members. City Farm School in-
tern Don Patton helped serve the students food and 

drinks, while B.A.S.E. Green Initiative Advisor, Mar-
cus Lobb, helped students add their memories onto 
the garden reflection board.

In total, nearly 100 students took part in this sea-
son’s garden harvest parties. We were pleased to 
welcome a couple dozen parents to our gardens, and 
were proud of the students who led them on tours. 

A big thanks goes out to all the B.A.S.E. Daycare 
technicians and educators who helped out with the 

planning and execution of the harvest parties, and a 
very enthusiastic thanks is needed for the Concordia 
City Farm School interns who helped out all season 
long, making these events possible in the first place. 
The students are very proud of their achievements in 
the gardens and their hard work is both visible and 
edible!

Marcus Lobb
B.A.S.E. Green Initiative Advisor

Clockwise from top left: Daycare students proudly sign the Edward Murphy garden board; Green Initiative Advisor, 
Marcus Lobb, serving up some chili to an excited student at the Pierre de Coubertin harvest party; Ready to eat rad-
dishes fresh from the ground at PDC Daycare; St. Monica Daycare students showing off their harvesting bags.

Top left: Green Initiative Advisor, Marcus Lobb, facilitates 
a workshop on how to safely use tools in the garden at 
Pierre de Coubertin B.A.S.E. Daycare; Green Initiative Tu-
tor Laurence Fauteux engages students in a discussion 
about recycling at Michelangelo International B.A.S.E. 
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B.A.S.E. Builds Learning Spaces in Gardens

CREATING BETTER GREEN sPACEs
As our 2013 season of gardening has come to a 

close, some exciting upgrades have been made at a 
number of our schools. The B.A.S.E. Daycare Green 
Initiative Advisor, Marcus Lobb, met with daycare 
technicians and wood worker colleagues of his to plan 
out some important upgrades for the school gardens.

GERALd mCsHANE GARdEN
Gerald McShane added a three-bin composter to 

their beautiful garden just as the season was coming 
to an end and the garlic had been planted. The com-
poster is made entirely out of cedar, and will be able 
to handle all of the compost that is created by the gar-
den and by their in-school composting program. The 
cost of the composting bins ranged between $500 
and $600 and took 15 hours to build. This includes the 
purchase of all the materials needed for the bins, the 
labour, design, and finally the delivery. The composter 
is built so that once the organic matter has broken 
down, you can easily open up the lower doors and re-

move the rich humus, which can then be added back 
into the garden with a shovel. 

A composter such as this is needed whenever you 
have a large garden, as the smaller black bins cannot 
hold the amount of vegetation that is being added on 
a weekly basis. This composter should last upwards 
of 15 years if taken care of. A worthwhile investment!

JOHN CABOTO ACAdEmY GARdEN
 John Caboto Academy upgraded their planter 

box garden by attaching seating to the side of their 
planter boxes. For less than $200, they had created 
an outdoor classroom capable of seating more than 
20 students. As you can see in the picture above, 
Green Club members are more than enthused about 
the recent additions! 

In the summer, the benches will give the students 
a place to sit, where there is shade because of the 
pergola overhead. The students will also use the 
surface of the planter boxes to write on when taking 
notes about the plants. 

sT. mONICA GARdEN
St. Monica made the biggest changes to their 

magnificent garden with the addition of an outdoor 
classroom, a two-bin composter, and two large plant-
er boxes equipped with seating. The project, funded 
by the EMSB Green Plan Award, will make available 
seating for more than 30 students at a given time. 

A much needed large scale composter was also 
added in order to handle the needs of such a large 
educational garden. The composter was designed 
so you can remove the front panels once the organic 
matter has broken down into valuable compost. This 
detail makes for easy shoveling by the students. The 
entire project of the composter, outdoor classroom 
and planter boxes cost approximately $4,000. The 
project would usually cost more, but Marcus’ friends 
worked for less for the greater good of the community. 
The work took two men a week to complete.

Marcus Lobb
B.A.S.E. Green Initiative Advisor

Gerald McShane B.A.S.E. Daycare’s new compost bin. St. Monica B.A.S.E. Daycare’s new outdoor clasroom.

BEAuTIfICATION: OuTdOOR CLAssROOm
Pierre de Coubertin Elementary School started 

the 2013-2014 school year with an exciting new out-
door classroom space. B.A.S.E. Daycare Green Ini-
tiative Advisor, Marcus Lobb, worked with carpenter-
brother duo Nick and Greg Prescott to design, build 
and plant a beautiful outdoor classroom space that 
seamlessly blends raised planters with seating for 
more than 70 children. 

The outdoor classroom cost approximately 
$27,000, which includes the labour, planning, de-
signing, materials and plants. Highlights of the 
project include the arched entranceway, the timber-
framed pergola and the gardens, which feature al-
most 60 varieties of flowers, grasses and shrubs. 
At the center of the space is a Japanese Lilac tree, 
which will provide shade to students during the sun-
nier months. 

Approximately 60 hours was spent meeting,  
preparing and planning for the outdoor classroom. 

After a month and many long hours, the outdoor 
classroom was completed.

Students returned to school at the beginning of 
September and were thrilled to have the new struc-
tures in their playground; educators supervising the 
outdoor playtime before school told us that they had 
already devised a system for sharing the space, as 
both older and younger students are eager to use it.  

The outdoor classroom was constructed as part 
of a greater beautification initiative in the works at 

Pierre de Coubertin Elementary, which also includes 
a colourful new outdoor mural painted by a former 
student of the school. The plants in the outdoor 
classroom and the other new planter box-and-bench 
structures in the schoolyard complement the edu-
cational garden on the opposite side of the school, 
which was designed and built by Marcus during the 
spring of 2012. 

Marcus Lobb
B.A.S.E. Green Initiative Advisor

Pierre de Coubertin

Above: Circular bench faces Japanese Lilac tree in 
PDC’s outdoor classroom. Right: PDC’s beautification 
project includes a large and colourful outdoor mural.

John Caboto B.A.S.E. Daycare’s new outdoor classroom.


