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Hampstead

GrEEN ClUB HarvESt Party
Mr. Marcus facilitates the Green Club at Pierre De 

Coubertin Elementary School. It runs every Tuesday 
from 3:45 pm to 5:15 pm, and daycare students in 
Grades 4, 5, and 6 participate.

Instead of regular Green Club on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 23, 2014, we had a Garden Harvest party.

We joined the Green Club to have fun, and also 
to learn how to garden so that we could help out at 
home. “I wanted to help my parents with their garden, 
so I thought I’d join the Garden Club,” said Cristina  
Tullo, a Grade 4 student.

We get to harvest the things we plant, and some-
times we even get to bring them home to cook with.

“We used the herbs and vegetables we harvested 
as pizza toppings at our Garden Harvest Party today,” 
proudly stated Alexia Savo, a Grade 4 student.

Vince Giampalma, a City Farm School intern, and 
his Italian Grandpa set up a tomato sauce demon-
stration, including how to jar it for preserves. We took 
turns helping to put some of the sauce into their jars 
so that it will stay fresh for a longer amount of time. 
We already had learned the homemade tomato sauce 
recipe and how to cook it from Vince and his Grandpa.

We ate pizza with toppings from the garden, and 
yummy apples. We also had our faces painted with 
different designs. Mr. Marcus brought his guitar and 
played some songs for us. He also brought a cd play-
er. We danced and listened to music while we ate. It 
was so much fun!

The best part was eating so many of the things that 
we grew, and the cool thing is that they are healthy for 
you too. Mr. Marcus is a great teacher!

Green Club
Pierre de Coubertin B.A.S.E. Daycare 

Pierre De Coubertin

GarDEN HarvESt Party
On Mondays, the Grade 4 and 5 daycare students 

from Hampstead Elementary School participate in 
Green Club with Mr. Marcus from 2:45 pm to 4:15 
pm. Lucky for us, Mr. Marcus, set up a special event 
on Monday September 29, 2014. We celebrated with 
a Garden Harvest party on the front lawn with our 
other Green Club members.

Mr. Marcus explained to us that we are having this 
Harvest Party to celebrate it being one full year since 
we started planting and growing our garden. He also 
explained what the word harvesting means.

He separated the 16 of us into two groups. One 
group got salad duty and picked lemon balm, to-
matoes, mizuna, and other tasty ingredients. Mr. 
Marcus added some olive oil as salad dressing and 
tossed it around. The second group got tea duty and 
picked lemon balm, mint leaves, and chamomile. Ev 
Daoust, a green intern from the B.A.S.E. team, took 
all of the tea ingredients that we picked and added 
them to a giant kettle of hot water. We got to pour our 
own glasses.

We also harvested kale leaves and each got to 
take some home at the end of our party.

“We made a salad to eat and tea to drink and Mr. 
Marcus made us yummy tacos and brought us apples,” 
said Grade 3 student, Seoyoung Lee. “I liked picking 
the veggies because it was fun,” she continued.

The tacos were made with tortilla bread and 
stuffed with black beans, corn and rice. Then we got 
to top them with cheese and salsa. Mr. Marcus had 
brought in a burner, which he used to warm up our 
tacos to melt the cheese. It was delicious!

There is a compost bin that is in our garden at 
Hampstead, and once we were done eating our ap-
ples we composted the apple cores.

After we were finished eating, there were two Rub-
bermaid bins set up for us to wash and then rinse our 
dishes.

“Growing plants and using special tools are my 
favourite things about the Green Club,” said Michael 
Attar, a Grade 5 student. “My grandmother has a gar-
den, and now I know how to help her with it properly,” 
he stated proudly.

Corey Coombs, a Grade 4 student, explained why 
they had built a special insect hotel with Mr. Marcus: 
“Some of the bugs help the garden by eating the bad 

,bugs before they can hurt our plants,” he said.
“Join Green Club because it is fun. We do a lot 

of cool things like harvest vegetables and fruits, 
and cutting wood for the insect hotel we built so the 

bugs have somewhere to go,” said Grade 5 student,  
Christine Geraldo.

Green Club
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Students of Hampstead’s 
Green Club harvest herbs 
(right) and cherry toma-
toes (below). Bottom Right: 
Laying out all the freshly 
picked produce, which 
went into a salad, with rice, 
black beans and baked 
pumpkin on the table in 
front of the school, B.A.S.E. 
Green Team intern Ev and 
B.A.S.E. Green Initiative 
Advisor, Marcus, served 
up a delicious feast at the 
Harvest Party on Septem-
ber 29, 2014 and everyone 
washed down the yummy 
food with hot tea.

Left: A plentiful herb garden. Right: Pierre De Coubertin B.A.S.E. Daycare students make tomato sauce from scratch!

traNSfOrMiNG 
tHE HarvESt!

HErB-iNfUSED OilS
Students created their own rec-
ipe of flavoured oils, by infusing 
olive oil with fresh herbs from 
the garden. Families of Green 
Club members have enjoyed 
adding these flavoured oils to 
salads and incorporating the 
oils into their cooking. The stu-
dents are becoming experts at 
identifying the different scents 
and flavours of each herb.



GarDEN HarvESt Party
Saint Monica is one of oldest and most successful 

gardens out of the B.A.S.E. daycare Green clubs, a 
product of amazing parents and children who value 
the garden as an integral element of youth education. 

This year we had all of the daycare students come 
and participate in the harvest party. Julie and Erika of 
the City Farm School helped host an exciting event 
that featured pizza and Mr. Marcus on guitar. 

Thanks to everyone who came and participated! 
And a very special thanks and congratulations also 
goes out to those who helped with the seedling drive 
this spring that allowed us to financially support a 
weekend community garden animator. 

Green Club
St. Monica B.A.S.E. Daycare
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St. Monica

traNSfOrMiNG tHE HarvESt!

HErB traNSfOrMatiON
To close the gardens, herbs were collected 

and hung to dry. Now Green Club has its very 
own stock of dried spices from herbs members 
grew and harvested themselves! The students 
made their own spice jars with creative labels 
and titles. Organic and home-grown oregano, 
thyme, sage, dill, lemon balm, and many more!

PlaNtiNG BUlBS
It’s been a fun and productive fall session at the 

Dalkeith Elementary School’s Green Club. It being 
the first year that the daycare has done the Green 
Club programming, we had a blank slate to work with. 

Green Club at Dalkeith got off to a flying start due 
to their enthusiastic principal Mr. John Wright who en-
couraged the Green Club to create a more colourful 
garden in the front of the school. They also enjoyed 
the support of daycare technician Mrs. Cynthia Raci-
cot who encouraged the students to make more use 
out of the large schoolyard garden plot. The students 
worked hard outside, cleaning up the garden space 
for planting next season as well as planting both tu-
lip and garlic bulbs that will start growing early next 
spring. 

Other activities the students have done in prepara-
tion for next spring are saving seeds from colourful 
flowers and preparing compost for use in the garden. 
As the days got colder and the Green Club moved 
inside, learning activities have focused on eating nu-
tritious foods and contributing to improving the health 
of the environment.

Marcus Lobb
B.A.S.E. Green Initiative Advisor

Dalkeith

Dalkeith B.A.S.E. Daycare students space their garlic 
bulbs before covering them with fresh soil. 

John Caboto

GrEEN EXPEriMENtS
John Caboto Elementary School is very green and 

their Green Club students lead by example. Over the 
last few years, the Green Club has led initiatives that 
have produced excellent results like composting their 
organic waste, creating art projects from reused ma-
terials and creating a productive schoolyard garden. 

Daycare Technician, Ms. Tina Nardolilo, encourag-
es students to keep up these environmentally friendly 
practices and motivates students to learn even more 
about living green. This led to an excellent fall work-
shop where already knowledgeable Green Club stu-
dents learned how plants work in even more detail. 
Students ran an experiment to isolate the green pig-
ment chlorophyll that plants use to make their own 
food from the sun’s energy. 

Students gained a deeper appreciation for how 
plants grow and how amazing it is that plants can use 
their green colour to make all the energy they need. 
Talk about living green!

Marcus Lobb
B.A.S.E. Green Initiative Advisor

An older group of Green Club members showing 
off their projects. 

GarDEN HarvESt Party
In late September, General Vanier celebrated its 

first year of its brand new schoolyard garden. City 
Farm School interns Camila and Alex were on hand 
to host the party along with B.A.S.E. Green Initiative 
advisor Marcus Lobb. 

The party was a total success with dozens of 
other daycare students visiting the garden and be-
ing served pizza and salad by our very own Green 

Club members. Perhaps the most exciting moment 
came when we popped our Black Dakota Popcorn on 
a camping stove while Mr. Marcus played guitar in 
the garden.

Green Club
General Vanier B.A.S.E. Daycare

General Vanier

Saint Monica was blessed with the perfect weather 
for their Harvest Party. In total more than 50 daycare  
students participated in the event.

Green Club members serve younger daycare students, 
while Marcus tunes his guitar in the background.


