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Harvest Parties
FALL HARVEST FUN IN THE GARDENS

Green Clubs from eight different schools hosted their annual harvest party. 
The events were held in the gardens to showcase and share the year’s bounti-
ful harvest. Green Club members took initiative decorating, designing and run-
ning activities for all daycare students to enjoy. Some of the activities included 
a photo booth, a harvest challenge relay, ball toss, a scavenger hunt and scare-
crow-building. 

Along with the games, there was delicious food to feast upon such as soups, 
salads, snacks, muffins and tea. The parties were a huge success due to the hard 
work of the Green Club members.  Below is what several Green Club members 
had to say about the Harvest Parties:

At Dalkeith Elementary School, Kylie Nguyen said, “I had fun helping and ex-
plaining all the games. Everyone was laughing and having fun so I was really 
happy.” Emilia Ricco at General Vanier said, “What I enjoyed from the Harvest 
Party was hearing all the compliments from the students and teachers saying 
how much they enjoyed themselves.” Olivia Mejia from Pierre de Coubertin said, 
“I had fun taking pictures with my friends because we got to do funny faces and 
have fun altogether.”

Green Club happens weekly at 14 EMSB schools and runs throughout the 
school year. Students are provided fun and engaging opportunities to explore 
gardening and environmental sustainability. 

Ryan Oxley and Van Ferrier
B.A.S.E. Green Animators

Students enjoying Harvest Party activities with B.A.S.E. Daycare Green Club. 
(Clockwise from top: General Vanier, John Caboto Academy, St. Monica,  
Edward Murphy, St. Monica, Edward Murphy).
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Our Lady of Pompei

EARTH DAY RECYCLED ART
The Grade 5/6 students in Ms. Rosa’s class at 

Our Lady of Pompei B.A.S.E. Daycare got creative in 
honour of Earth Day.

We made flowers using recycled water bottles. 
How did we do this, you ask? We cut the tops of 
the bottles, and then painted them different colours. 
When they were finished, we drew an outline of a 
basket and we cut and weaved the remaining piec-
es of the bottles to make it look like the basket was 
made of straw. Those pieces were also painted and 
glued to the outline.

It took us a few weeks to put it all together, but we 
think the end result is pretty impressive. I am sure 
you will all agree after you look at the photo.

Jeffery Corbie, Grade 5
Our Lady of Pompei B.A.S.E. Daycare

Our Lady of Pompei B.A.S.E. Daycare students cre-
ated art made of recycled plastic water bottles.

École Edward-Murphy

General Vanier

Gregory Lynch from Miel Montreal allows students 
to taste different varieties of local honey.

Above Left: Pre-Kindergarten students carefully 
plant flowers and herbs into their new planter 
boxes at St. Gabriel.

Above: Other St. Gabriel students help to deco-
rate the new planter boxes for aesthetic appeal.

Right: Green Intern Van Ferrier and Green Initia-
tive Advisor Julia Gellman admire the five newly 
built raised planters at Sinclair Laird.

SENSORY ADVENTURE IN THE GARDEN
This spring, Sinclair Laird and Saint Raphael stu-

dents have a new garden to experience and enjoy. 
Five wooden raised planters were constructed and 
put into the ground in front of Sinclair Laird Elemen-
tary School.

The garden was built with a theme of the five sens-
es so that students are able to touch, taste, see, hear 
and smell their way through the garden. It’s an excel-
lent place for students to explore plants and feel calm.

Green Club students from Saint Raphael grew 
seedlings for the garden and planted them in their re-
spective sensory planters. Some examples of plants 
grown are basil, corn, poppy, daisies, nasturtium, 
sunflowers and milkweed.

Students from both schools have been enjoying 
the sensory gardens this fall.

Ryan Oxley
B.A.S.E. Green Animator

Un élève de l’école Edward-Murphy apporte la tou-
che finale au verger comestible en aidant à planter 
des fines herbes et des fleurs.

Sinclair Laird &
St. Raphael

St. Gabriel

BUzz ABOUT BEES!
General Vanier Green Club students welcomed 

a special guest on May 6 and May 27, 2016. Greg-
ory Lynch from Miel Montreal delivered two inter-
active workshops that had students engaged in all 
aspects of bees. 

The bees we see in our gardens are not here to 
sting us. They play an important role in our eco-
systems, pollinating plants and producing honey. 
Students enjoyed holding dead bees at the differ-
ent stages of their life cycle. They were able to see 
up close the larva stage and then a developed bee 
with wings and eyes. 

Honey is the food of the bee’s labour and we 
enjoy it as much as the bees do. The students tast-
ed several different types of local honey that Greg 
had brought along. The students noticed the hon-
ey had different tastes and textures depending on 
the season and location it was produced. Zakary 
Dussault, a Grade 4 student who enjoyed himself 
at the workshop said, “Eating the honey was fun 
and tasty. I discovered new flavours and textures 
from the wax and honey. I learned bees feed royal 
jelly to the queen!” Good fun and learning was had 
by all!

General Vanier B.A.S.E. Green Club

LE VERGER COMESTIBLE
Ce printemps, l’équipe de l’initiative verte du 

programme B.A.S.E, grâce à une subvention de la 
Fondation Alcoa par l’entremise d’Arbres Canada, a 
eu la chance extraordinaire de planter des pommiers 
et des poiriers, des arbustes à petits fruits et des fines 
herbes comestibles dans la cour de l’école Edward-
Murphy. Dans ce nouvel espace d’apprentissage 
en plein air, les élèves ont pu découvrir des plantes 
indigènes comestibles. La communauté de l’école 
entend récolter les fruits et en faire de succulentes 
recettes. 

Le 3 juin 2016, nous avons organisé une fête à 
l’école Edward-Murphy pour souligner le lancement 
du projet. Les élèves ont pu participer à une visite 
guidée du jardin comestible et y apporter la touche 
finale en plantant des fines herbes et des fleurs. Ce 
projet éducatif en plein air vise à sensibiliser les élèves 
et la communauté au respect de l’environnement et à 
leur faire découvrir et apprécier des aliments locaux.

Julia Gellman
Conseillère de l’initiative verte du programme B.A.S.E. 
(2015-2016)

HERBS, HERBS, HERBS!
St. Gabriel School is getting greener! Four new 

planter boxes were built this spring with the help of 
Van Ferrier, Green Intern, and Julia Gellman, Green 
Initiative Advisor. The Pre-Kindergarten students 
planted herbs and flowers in the boxes: we planted 
oregano, thyme, parsley, mullein, rudbeckia and 
alyssum. One of our Grade 6 students, Mikeal Mayson 
Champagne, helped us decorate the boxes. Mikeal 
said he enjoyed working with us, meeting everyone 
and seeing how all the kids interacted. During our 
Green Club workshops we grew nasturtium flowers to 
provide some colour to the boxes.

  St. Gabriel B.A.S.E. Green Club


